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The State Hornet Digital Academy 
investigated the cost of summer tuition. 
Watch Sac State students weigh in on 
whether or not they decided to take 
summer courses on campus or elsewhere 
at Youtube.com/StateHornet. 





Our social media and sports editors went to 
a practice during Sacramento State’s football 
team’s training camp on Aug. 15. Check out 
their coverage and interviews on Twitter @ 


ThomasFreyRP, @HOLKKO23 and 





@TheStateHornet for similar updates. 
In honor of Outside Lands, we asked readers 
_ about their favorite Friday night headliner: 
either ‘he Weeknd or Mac DeMarco. Readers 
voted for ‘The Weeknd overwhelmingly, but 
two of our editors posted videos of both per- 
formers while they were at the festival on our story. Weigh in 





on more polls by following us @StateHornet. 
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‘< NEWS IN BRIEF 
SACRAMENTO MURAL: Sicpaincne 


State was featured as a signature location 
for this year’s Wide Open Walls Festival 
that brought a mural to the north facing 
side of Shasta Hall. Each letter was done 
by a different artist displaying a wide 
range of artistic styles and color palettes. 
Some of the artists include Raphael 
Delgado, who completed the “R” and 
Molly Devlin, who completed the second 
“A.” ‘The mural took approximately 10 
days to complete but the art project will 
leave its mark on Sac State’s campus for 
years to come. ‘ 


To stay up to date with news, 
go to statehornet.com/news 





‘<CCORRECTIONS 


In Volume 72, Issue 29 of The State Hornet, there are 


no corrections listed. 
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Summer courses can cost more than $1,000 





HIGH SUMMER PRICE CAUSE SOME STUDENTS TO TURN TO COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


State Hornet 


Digitial Academy 
@TheStateHornet 





Sacramento State offers a num- 
ber of courses during the summer 
from a variety of programs and 
subjects, but enrolling in one of 
those courses can cost a student 
over $1,000. 

The current price for a summer 
class at Sac State is $285 per unit. 
An additional $337-is added as a 
sum of fees for different resources 
on campus — $207 for the Uni- 
versity Union and WELL, $83 for 
health services, $22 for health fa- 
cilities and $25 for the Associated 
Students, Inc. to conduct student 
services on campus. 

In total, one three-unit class 
costs close to $1,200. 

Aside from tuition and fees, 
students face additional optional 
expenses such as a $116 fee for a 
summer parking permit and oth- 
er additional costs for books and 
supplies. 

Costs to run the campus come 
from student tuition because the 
school does not receive state fund- 
ing during the summer, according 
to Dean of the College of Continu- 
ing Education Jenni Murphy. 

“The tuition in summer at the 
CSUs primarily has no funding re- 
ceived from the state Legislature,’ 
said Murphy. “Any of the universi- 
ty resources that are used must be 
reimbursed with the fees.” 

Those resources include aspects 
such as faculty salaries, room rent- 


ition 
breakdown 


al, security, power and student ser- 
vices such as advising or financial 
aid, said Murphy. 

Despite its cost, Executive Di- 
rector of University Initiatives and 
Student Success, Jim Dragna, said 
summer sessions are imperative 
to student success and graduation 
rates. 

Sac State's graduation rates have 
been historically low — only a me- 
dian of 8.8 percent of non-transfer 
students graduate in four years, 
and a median of 19.7 percent of 
transfer students graduate in two 
years, according to the university. 


Summer classes, Dragna said, 
may be helpful for students “to 
catch up on courses they werent 
able to be as successful as they 
wanted to be in, but also to plan 
in a very clear way about how that 
will help them through their four 
years as well” 

Lower division courses are avail- 
able at local community colleges 
for $1,100 less, depending on the 
amount of units. 

The Los Rios Community Col- 
lege District has four campuses 
that offer transferable courses at 
$46 a unit. 





Total: 





CLAIRE MORGAN - The State Hornet 
One three-unit summer course can cost a Sacramento State student $1,192. Tuition includes a base fee and other campus fees. 


Some Sac State students have 
taken advantage of this option to 
get ahead in their courses at a low- 
er cost than their own university. 

Karen Gonzalez, a child devel- 
opment major, said she took two 
classes at Sacramento City College 
this summer. 

“I decided to take my classes 
here because they're cheaper, and 
Sac State obviously offers the class- 
es I need but it’s a little bit more 
expensive,’ Gonzalez said. 

By utilizing the Los Rios col- 
leges, Gonzalez said she was able 
to still take the classes she needed 


while saving money. 

Joshua Sepanski, a public rela- 
tions major, said that hes taking a 
Spanish class at Sacramento City 
College as well. 

“It was a decision based off of 
finances,’ said Sepanski. “I wanted 
to take it (at Sac State.) I also want- 
ed to take some Biology classes just 
to finish out my GE stuff, but it was 


» 
too much money. 


Rudy Obstaculo, Gabriela Oroz- 
co, John Nelmar, and Jannah Khalil 
contributed to this report. 
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Dig you take a summer course 
TA at Sac State? »» 


Students looking to take summer classes face financial obstacles 





when deciding whether or not to take a summer class. We asked 
students about their own experiences with taking summer classes 


epee’ | Alex Daniels 
on campus. Tell us what you think using #SacStateSays on social @DanielsAlex 


#SacStateSays 


media. 
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Police say Aaron Avitan tried to pull over 
visiting students in a stolen patrol car 


Claire Morgan 
@jemapelleclaire 


The man who stole a Califor- 
nia Highway Patrol car and drove 
onto Sacramento State's campus 
Friday has been charged with a 
whopping 19 counts of kidnap- 
ping, carjacking and a litany of 
other charges. 

Aaron Avitan, 34, comman- 
deered the car at a CHP stop and 
then made his way to campus, 
according to CHP spokesman 


Tommy Riggin. He pulled over a 
shuttle bus full of Delta College 
students and began to drive the 
bus a CHP news release said. 
When they realized Avitan was 
not an officer, the release said, the 
Delta College students restrained 
him as he was driving and re- 
moved the key from the ignition. 
Avitan tried to leave the bus, but 
the students closed the door and 
blocked him from exiting. 
who is 


‘Avitan, original- 


ly from Portland, Oregon, has 


been charged with seven counts 
of kidnapping in commission of 


carjacking, seven counts of kid-: 


napping, one count of carjacking, 
two counts of receiving known 
stolen motor vehicle, trailer or 
vessel, and two counts of theft and 
unlawful driving or taking of a 
vehicle, according to Sacramento 
County Jail inmate records. 

He is being held in the Sacra- 


mento County Jail, with a set bail — 


of $7,800,000. 


CHP car theft suspect charged with 19 


The State Hornet 






felonies 


on 


California Highway Patrol 


Aaron Avitan, 32, has been charged with a total of 19 felonies 
after driving a stolen CHP car onto Sacramento State’s campus. 





‘GSU Fully Online’ lets students take classes from other CSU's 
Each semester, students can enroll in one of more than 3000 courses 


Kameron Schmid 


@Punischmid 


If students are having trouble 
getting into courses they need to 
finish their degree, here’s a new 
option: taking online courses at 
other California State Universi- 
ties through CSU Fully Online. 

CSU students currently en- 
rolled full-time at their home 
university who have completed 
at least 12 units and have a GPA 
of at least 2.0 can sign up for one 
course each semester. More than 


3,000 courses are available this 
semester, and all are entirely on- 
line courses offered by campuses 
in the university chain. 

The courses are being provid- 
ed for no additional cost beyond 
regular tuition, as the CSU tui- 
tion model is based on part-time 
or full-time status during the fall 
and spring semesters, rather than 
a per-unit fee. Though campus 
tuition rates vary, no extra charg- 
es are added for signing up for a 
class through the program. — 

CSU Fully Online is a reboot 


of a previous program called 


CourseMatch, and is a part of 
the Graduation Initiative 2025, 
which the CSU hopes will lead to 
a doubling of graduation rates by 
the year 2025. 

Senior director of public af- 
fairs at the Chancellor's Office 
Mike Uhlenkamp says CSU Ful- 
ly Online is like “version 2.0” of 
CourseMatch. 

“It's designed to be flexible for 
your schedule, allowing you to 
make progress towards a degree 
when other hurdles won't allow,’ 
Uhlenkamp said: . 

One key aspect of CSU Fully 


Online is that some campuses 
will have more available online 
classes that are considered “bot- 
tleneck courses, a term Uhlen- 
kamp used to refer to general 
education courses most students 
need that therefore fill up very 
quickly. 

However, not all courses are 
labeled the same at each CSU, and 
not all CSUs have the same aca- 
demic schedule; also, each cam- 
pus picks its own online ‘class- 
room portal. Students will have 
to navigate each new universities 
particulars and make sure that 


the course they enroll in will ac- 
tually fulfill the requirement they 
are seeking. 

Uhlenkamp estimated that 
between 400 and 500 students 
have signed up as of now, and 


said that the largest hurdle for the 


program going forward is making 
sure students and campus advis- 
ers know it’s an option. 

“The biggest challenge was 
giving students the knowledge 


» 


that it exists. 
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CAPITAL REPORT: Your weekly California politics update 


McCain Defense Authorization Act signed and Obama endorses in California 


Cory Jaynes 
@CT_Faynes 





Here's a rundown of some of 
what's happened in politics before 
the upcoming election on Tues- 
day, Nov. 6. 

Trump signs McCain 
defense authorization bill 

President Donald Trump ar- 


rived in Fort Drum, New York 


on Monday morning to sign the 
John S. McCain National Defense 
Authorization Act, which sets new 
policies under which the congres- 
sional appropriations committees 
fund the Department of Defense, 
which oversees the U.S. military. 

“Were now rebuilding our 
military like we never have be- 
fore, Trump said before signing 
the bill. 

However, according to PBS 
Newshour, the act provided no 
policy that would lead to a mili- 
tary buildup but rather shifted the 
focus of the Defense Department 
from counter-terrorism to com- 
bating threats from Russia, China 
and North Korea. 

The act actually pushes back 
against Trump for his stance on 
Russia by ‘increasing funding for 
troops in Europe and _ forcing 
the: President’s hand in_impos- 
ing sanctions on Russia. The act's 
policies on China bans the US. 


government from purchasing 


products from the chinése tele-— 


communications company ZTE, 
which Trump had recently made a 
deal with to help save the Chinese 
company, and gives increased sup- 


port to Taiwan. 

The act disallows the complete 
withdrawal of American troops 
from South Korea unless the Sec- 
retary of State determines that the 
move is.in Americas national se- 
curity interest. 

Trump also received criticism 
from media outlets for his speech 
that failed to mention the act’s 
namesake, Senator John McCain 
of Arizona. McCain is the chair of 
the Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee but has not been actively 
serving as Senator due to cancer 
treatments. 

Trump has also taken to at- 
tacking ~McCain at campaign 
events before and since the 2016 
elections while even going so 
far to have questioned McCain’s 
status as a war hero — a title he 
earned by his decision to remain 
a prisoner of war — claiming that 
McCain should not be a war hero 
for being captured. 

Obama announces first 
round of endorsements 

On Wednesday, Aug. 1, for- 
mer President Barack Obama 
announced his first round of en- 
dorsements for the 2018 midterm 
elections on Twitter. Obama’s en- 
dorsements ranged in races for 
congress, state offices and state 
legislatures. 

‘Tm confident that, together, 
they'll strengthen this country we 
love...” Obama. wrote. “But first, 
they need our votes.” 

In California, Obama _ en- 
dorsed Lt. Governor Gavin New- 
som, a Democrat, who is facing 
Republican John Cox in Novem- 


ber. Newsom has been the long- 
time frontrunner in the race to 
replace Governor Jerry Brown, 
who is finishing his second and 
final two terms as governor, and 
is expected to easily claim victory 
come November. 

As for the race to replace New- 
som as Californias Lt. Gover- 
nor, Obama endorsed his former 
ambassador to Hungary, Eleni 
Kounalakis, over fellow Democrat 
Ed Hernandez, a state senator and 
optometrist who represents the 
Los Angeles suburb of West Covi- 
na and chairs California’ Senate 
Committee on Health. 

As stated on her campaign 
website, Kounalakis is the daugh- 
ter of local Sacramento real estate 
developer Angelo Tsakopoulos 





MICHAEL STRASSER - Department of Defense 
Members of the U.S. Armed Forces can expect a bump in their salaries after President Trump 
signed the 2019 National Defense Authorization Act during a visit to New York, on Aug. 13. 


and served as president of AKT 
development, her father’s com- 
pany and one of the largest re- 
al-estate developers of California, 
before being appointed as the am- 
bassador to Hungary in 2010 for 
the Obama administration. 

For house races Obama en- 
dorsed Democrats; Josh Harder 
(CA-10), TJ Cox (CA-21), Katie 
Hill (CA-25), Katie Porter (CA- 
45), Harley Rouda (CA-48), Mike 
Levin (CA-49) and Ammar Cam- 
pa-Najjar (CA-50). 

All of Obama’s endorsements 
in the house races are for Dem- 
ocrats looking to flip house seats 
away from the Republican party 
come November. However, doing 
so requires Democrats to gain a 
net total of 24 seats in the general 





election with Democrats aiming 
to flip seven seats in California 
alone. 
Obamas endorsements are 
given to the seven most compet- 
itive of the ten seats that Demo- 


crats consider battlegrounds in 


the upcoming election. 
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< SPORTS 
Senior-heavy Sac State football team 


begins season with spectrum of talent 





HORNETS 
RETURN 14 
STARTERS AND 
RECEIVE VOTES 
IN PRESEASON 
POLL 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 


Winning wasnt something the 
Sacramento State football team 
was used to — but now, winning 
_is expected. 

After consecutive 2-9 seasons 
in 2015 and 2016, the team came 
together and won seven games 
in 2017. The Hornets have 14 of 
22 starters returning this season, 
and the team is ranked No. 32 
in the Football Championship 
Subdivision. 

“The expectations are high,’ 
said Sac State head coach Jody 
Sears. “I also know that the past 
doesn't equal the future. Oh boy 
do I know that. However, we're 
gonna challenge these guys and 
I’m not gonna let complacity slip 
into past performances. I know 
those kids expectations are high 
so we are going to keep push- 
ing them and keep raising the 
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Sacramento State senior quarterback Kevin Thomson throwing a pass during practice Aug. 15. Thomson scored 26 touchdowns while turning, the 
ball over just three times a season ago. 


standard.” 

The Hornets have six start- 
ers, including senior quarterback 
Kevin Thomson, returning this 
season from an offense that led 
the Big Sky Conference with 6.5 
yards per play. 

In Thomsons first year as start- 
ing signal-caller, he had 17 pass- 
ing touchdowns against three 
interceptions. Thomson, a trans- 


fer from University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, also excelled on the 
ground, rushing for 494 yards, 
never losing a fumble, and hitting 
pay-dirt nine times. 

Thomson contributed a lot of 
his success to an offensive line 
where all five starters started at 
least 10 games. Three of those five 
lineman return this season. 

“I think they are the most 


important unit on our offense,’ 
Thomson said. “Everything starts 
up front with the line. We've got a 
lot of experience coming back and 
I think they are going to do great.’ 

Senior defensive lineman 
George Obinna goes against the 
offensive line everyday in practice, 
and said the line is the most “co- 
hesive unit” on the field, and that 


they haven't missed a step from 


last season. Obinna is coming off 
a season in which he recorded 8.5 
sacks and forced three fumbles. 

Obinna said that the sen- 
ior-laden defense is more tight- 
knit than ever before. 

“During this offseason we all 
tried to watch films with each 
other and basically just try to gain 
more chemistry with each other, 
just hang out, do stuff, just fun 
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Senior quarterback Kevin Thomson evades pressure from sophomore defensive lineman Killian Rosko (40) during 


a practice Aug. 15. 





stuff” Obinna said. “T think that’s 
translating to how we play on the 


field. Last year we were tight but 
we werent as tight as we could 
have been. This year we really got 
it.” 

Last season, the Sac State de- 
fense led the Big Sky in sacks, 
turnover margin and only allowed 
opponents to convert 26.1 percent 
of their third down conversions — 
again, the best in the conference. 

“Watching them play, you get 
excited and you have confidence 
they are going to make a stop 


everytime they go out on the 
field” Thomson said. “Whether 
you are down or up, you are al- 
ways confident they are going to 
make a play.’ 


the 
thrived off the momentum the 


Thomson __ said offense 
defense would bring after a big 
stop. The Hornets were No. 1 in 
the conference in red zone scor- 
ing percentage and points per 
game. Big-play receivers like An- 
dre Lindsey and Jaelin Ratliff each 
averaged over 20 yards per catch 


and will return this season. 


“My only goal is to get the ball 
in their hands,’ Thomson said. 
“They are the playmakers and | 
am fortunate enough to have dy- 
namic guys out there. I just kind 
of get the protection set up and 
get the ball in their hands and let 
them do it. I think our execution 
is a lot better. We know where we 
are at as an offense and we can 
put more in. Last year we were 
learning and it was brand: new. 
This year we are going quick and 
we are able to put in more plays 
and more formations so it's a big 





Sac State senior linebacker Immanuel Anderson looks to his coach on the 
sideline for the next play during a practice Aug. 15. 


advantage for us.” 

Sac State opens. the season at 
home against St. Francis (IL.) on 
Sept. 1. The team will travel to 
San Diego State Sept. 8 and will 
have three challenging games to 
end the season as it heads to No. 8 


Weber State Nov. 3 before hosting 
No. 27 Northern Arizona on Nov. 
10 and then closing out the season 
Nov. 17 on the road in the Cause- 
way Classic against UC Davis. 


a 








SPORTS 


10 





The State Hornet 


Senior defensive backs lead Hornets into new season 
MISTER HARRIEL AND DRETERRELL LEAD GROUP OF YOUNG DEFENSIVE BACKS. 


Shaun Holkko 
@HOLKKO023 


The Sacramento State football 
team is coming off a 7-4 record, 
one of its best seasons in the Jody 
Sears era and now must avoid 
complacency in order to improve. 

The Hornets finished last sea- 
son: with a (7-4, 6-2 Big Sky) re- 
cord, five games better than the 
2016 season when they finished 
2-9. The team was led to success 
by three juniors on both sides 
of the ball; quarterback Kevin 
Thomson and defensive backs 
Mister Harriel and Dre Terrell. 

Terrell, going into his fifth and 
final season, has become a leader 
on defense and in the locker room 
as one of the oldest players on the 
team. 

“(We) can't let ourselves get 
complacent, that’s the hardest 
challenge,’ Terrell said. “We need 
to come out here with the mindset 
that we have something to accom- 
plish. Coach (Sears) talks about it, 
our biggest opponent we're going 
to face is ourselves.” 

Harriel is the other leader on 
. defense and is well aware of what 
his team needs to work on before 
the season kicks off. 

“As a defense, we need to work 
on stopping our opponent in 
the red zone,” Harriel said. “We 
placed second to last in the (Big 
Sky) conference so I think that’s 
our biggest focus right now.” 

Harriel was named to the 
STATS Football Championship 
Subdivision Preseason All-Amer- 


ica team. He earned third team 
honors and was one of 12 defen- 
sive backs in the country to re- 
ceive recognition. 

Sophomore running back Eli- 
jah Dotson recognizes the talent 
Harriel and Terrell have and val- 
ues being able to go against them 
in practice. 

“Going against guys like that, 


that’s like NFL talent, so it’s for. 


sure going to (make) me better on 
that end,” Dotson said. “But at the 
same time it's a blessing playing 
against dudes like that because it 
always makes you better.” 

The Hornets leader on offense, 
Thomson, also recognizes the 
senior DBs talent and their value 
to the team overall. 

“Mister has tight coverage and 
Dre jumps the routes,” Thomson 
said. “They make you put the ball 
in the right spots (which) makes 
me better, so I like practicing 
against them. } 

“They are team leaders for 
sure. They get the defense going 
and they make sure the young 
guys know what theyre doing 
and I think they are going to have 


great years this year.’ 


Sears has fought through ad- 
versity with Harriel and Terrell. 
He values the duos contributions 
on the field and in the community. 

“They bring a tremendous 
amount of notoriety and lead- 
ership to our team,’ Sears said. 
“They are both local, and when 
you are starting to recruit for the 
next years, and have their testimo- 
ny, that is really crucial. 


“They have been through the 
fire and the tough days in 2015 
and (20)16 when we were getting 
beat up and we were 2-9. Then to 
watch them grow and have some 
success, we are awful proud of.” 

Harriel said he has three goals 
going into the season. 

“Some personal goals I have 
is I want to be an All-American 
when it’s all said and done,” Har- 


riel said. “Hopefully have.a good - 


season, win the Big Sky (con- 
ference) and then the National 
Championship for my teammates 
and my city.” 

On the other side of the ball, 
the Hornets have a surplus of run- 
ning backs. Sophomores Bryant 
“BJ” Perkinson, Isaiah Gable and 
Dotson form what Terrell refers 
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Senior defensive back Mister Harriel (2) and freshman tight end Jarrell Anderson (3) kneel and look 'on as senior 
defensive back Dre Terrell (23) gets in position at practice on Aug. 15. 


to as a “three-headed monster” in 
the backfield. 

“No one is gonna concede, 
they are all able backs,” Sears said. 
“I'm anxious to see how these next 
two weeks pan out here in the 
competition.” 

Thomson understands the im- 
portance of each running back in 
correlation with his success and 
the team overall. 

“Our run game really opened 
up our pass game and we are real- 
ly balanced because we have backs 
that can do everything” Thomson 
said. “They all have their strengths 
and know every play so we can 
rotate them in and they can stay 
fresh.” 

Besides the “three-headed 
monster,’ other backs to watch in- 


clude junior Ja’ Narrick James and 
freshmen Montaz Thompson and 
Hunter Hogue. 

“Ja Narrick is a workhorse,’ 
Terrell said. “He runs out here, 
breaks tackles and brings great 
energy.” 

Whether on offense or: de- 
fense, the Hornets remain fo- 
cused on taking the season one 
game at a time and not getting 
ahead of themselves leading to 
complacency. 

“Going into this season I don't 
want to be complacent,’ Dotson 
said. “I don't want to win games 
and feel like we're unstoppable. I 
want to go game by game and just 
keep winning.” 
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SAC STATE RETURNS 
FOUR STARTERS | 





FROM 15-1 TEAM 


NEW PLAYERS EXPECTED TO 
STEP INTO BIG SHOES AT 
SETTER AND LIBERO 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 


Losing to North Dakota in the 


‘Big Sky Conference Tournament 


championship game in five sets 
was not how the Sacramento State 
volleyball team wanted to end the 
2017 volleyball season. 

The heartbreak. the 
North Dakota game stayed with 


from 


them into the postseason when 
they scored a season low — just 
10 points in one match. But now, 
with three starters gone, the team 
has put the past in the rearview 
mirror and season veterans are 
preparing to get three new starters 
at crucial positions ready for the 
opener Aug. 24 against Utah State. 

Sac State returns Senior mid- 
dle blockers Brie Gathright and 
Lana Brown and outside hitters 
Mikaela Nocetti (senior) and Sa- 
rah Davis (junior). Gathright and 
Brown made it difficult for oppos- 
ing hitters to get the ball over the 
net. 

“It’s good to have two middles 
because there is a consistency 
with it, so having me and Brie, 
we kind of know how to feed off 
each-other,;’ said Brown, who had 


the 11th most blocks in the coun- 
try last season. “TI like both of us 
coming back because I feel like 
we can be even stronger than last 
year and be a strong presence in 
the middle.” 

Having two middles returning 
will make it an easier transition 
for whoever is the starting libero 
— a defensive position. 

“The libero plays a huge role,’ 
said 2017 Big Sky Conference 
coach of the year Ruben Volta. 
“We expect them to be able to 
take a lot of the court defensive- 
ly. We've got three players battling 
for that spot, the competition is 
good.” 


The three players are senior 


Skylar Takeda, sophomore Paige 
Swinney and freshman Paige Cal- 
vin. Last season, Takeda played in 
109 of the 146 total sets and fin- 
ished the season with 199 digs. 

While replacing the libero is 
difficult, replacing a player like 
Kennedy Kurtz could be difficult 
because she led the nation in as- 
sists last season, Kurtz was named 
the Most Valuable Player of the 
Big Sky Conference last season 
and didn't miss a single play. 

Two players are competing for 
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Sacramento State returns Brie Gathright, Mikaela Nocetti, Sarah Davis and Lana Brown from its Big Sky regular 
season championship team.a season ago. The Hornets begin the season August 24 against Utah State. 


the starting setter position, and 
Volta said he could see himself us- 
ing both of them in the offense at 
the same time. 

True freshman McKenna 
Smith is coming off a high school 
season in which her team went to 
the quarter-finals of the Arizo- 
na State volleyball tournament. 
In three years of high school, 
Smith recorded 1,152 career as- 
sists. Competing with her for the 
starting job is redshirt freshman 
Ashtin Olin who practiced every- 
day last year with the team and 
learned from Kurtz. 

“Kennedy had such a good 
presence as a setter that I think 
that-she helped Ashtin guide her 
way into thé position she is in 


now, because I<ennedy was really. 


bold with her words and I think 
Ashtin is learning to kind of com- 


mand herself and be present and 
just be a good leader out there on 
the court,’ Brown said. “As a set- 
ter you need to be a leader even if 
youre not a captain. She is doing 
good.” 

While the setter and libero 
positions will be new, the mid- 
dle blockers and hitters all have 
earned their stripes on the court. 
Nocetti had the 25th most kills 
in the nation and the fifth most 
attacks. 

Against North Dakota on Oct. 
5, Nocetti had 21 kills and 18 digs 
in the five-set victory including 
the game winner. 


Joining her on the outside is 


Sarah Davis who had 256 kills last 
season including 16 in the Big Sky 


‘Conference Tournament semi-fi- 


nals to send the Hornets to the 
tournament finals. 


The team has to replace Shan- 
non Boyle who had more than 
1,000 kills and 1,000 digs in~her 
career including a kill to win'the 
match on her senior day. . 

Looking to fill the shoes—of 
Boyle are sophomores Macey 
Hayden and Cianna Andrews, 
each of whom saw time in impor- 
tant games like the Big Sky Con- 
ference Tournament finals. 

“I think both of them, espe- 
cially Cianna improved a lot play- 
ing beach,” Nocetti said. “Tt real- 
ly helped her a lot, the digging, 
moving your feet picked up a lot 
of those skills, she definitely im- 
proved a lot playing beach. We are 
such a young team, but we have 
strong leaders like me Lana, Sarah 
Davis and Brie. I think it’s gonna 
be good.’ 
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Having a following could attract 


local businesses to your Instagram 


State Hornet 


Digital Academy 
@TheStateHornet 





As social media continues to 


“evolve, so to do the people that 


use it. With that change comes a 
growing industry of social media 
influencers that are populating 
our timelines and newsfeeds. 

A well-lit picture here. A pos- 
itive caption there. One tap on 
the “Share” button later and thou- 
sands of Instagram users are swip- 
ing through their feeds seeing the 
latest trends in fashion and food, 
as well as getting a preview of up- 
coming local events. 

Meet the influencers 

Social media influencers are 
people who use their personal 
social media accounts to help 
businesses promote products and 
events. 

For social media influencers 
Kendall Geist and Bryan Carter, 
Instagram posts serve two func- 
tions: growth and promotion. 


Geist and Carter make up just 
two of a growing number of indi- 
viduals online who market them- 
selves and others by showing off 
branded products and promote 
local establishments and events. 

Given the popularity of social 
media, Instagram in particular, it’s 
no surprise that companies reach 
out to people like Geist to pro- 
mote their products. Local busi- 
ness owners and organizers look 
to people like Carter to achieve 
bigger turnouts at their events in 
Sacramento. 

Both Geist and Carter do social 
media influencing as a hobby. Nei- 
ther had prior marketing experi- 
ence or even knowledge of how to 
use a camera. 

“I attended my first workshop 
with [a photographer], barely 
even knowing how to turn on my 
camera at the time,” Carter said. 

Now, his Sacramento based 
event promotion page @guyson- 
thegrid boasts more than: 5,200 
followers. 

As her page @kendallmgeist 


www.StateHornet.com 





Images courtesy of Kendall Geist-and Bryan Carter 


By cultivating a following and sticking to a theme, social media influencers Kendall Geist and Bryan Carter of Sacramento often use their personal Instagram accounts to network and 
promote local businesses and restaurants in exchange for food or even free entry into social events. 


continues to grow with more than 
9,000 followers, Geist said she 
only. knew a few basic photogra- 
phy techniques when she started. 

“I kind of knew how to do pic- 
tures and angles and lighting,’ she 
said. 

Carter, a graduate of UC Davis, 
designed bridges as a structural 
engineer and is starting a new job 
with CalTrans at the end of the 
month, he said. Geist, currently 
enrolled at Sacramento State, said 
she envisions a future as a profes- 
sional organizer. 

Although they don't see social 
media influencing as their career, 
Carter and Geist are proof that 
there are available jobs in social 
media influencing. 

Introduction to 
being an influencer 

Carter says that he started the 
“Guys on the Grid” blog and In- 
stagram account after he and his 
friends found themselves missing 
out on events they were “a day or 


two too late hearing about.” 

His idea worked for him and @ 
guysonthegrid is now a go-to pro- 
motion page for events and other 
social activities in Sacramento. 
Even after a couple years of expe- 
riencing growth in popularity and 
name recognition, Carter’ said 
he still doesn't have any discern- 
ible marketing strategy for the 
account. 

Geist manages her page with the 
same laid-back attitude. She says 
that she doesn’t campaign for fol- 
lowers, but just posts “when I’m 
outdoors doing things,’ and her 
page continues to grow. 

Theme 

Although it might seem like 
brand recognition is simply a 
numbers game — those with the 
most followers win — Geist sug- 
gests that her success is not rooted 
in her follower count. 

“IT never really cared about the 
likes. I more care about the aes- 
thetics” Geist said. “It’s like one 


picture has 50 likes or something, 
or 100 likes, it's okay because it 
looks good on the page and it’s the 
aesthetic, that stuff matters.” 

Geist added that maintaining 
her “bright, positive, good ener- 
gy theme” creates interest from 
companies wanting to market 
their product in the same way she 
promotes herself. She said that her 
marketing value results from the 
audience that she has cultivated 
through her page's theme. 

Carter doesn’t think his analyt- 
ics are important, either, also fo- 
cusing on his theme for @guyson- 
thegrid, which revolves entirely 
around the city of Sacramento. 

“I kind of ignore numbers in 
general; Carter said. “If .my 
friends and I find something in- 
teresting or cool around Sacra- 
mento, I'll post about it.” 

Carter says he gauges the success 
of his page by the number of peo- 
ple he connects with outside of 
social media. 


“T can tell the word is spreading 
just by the amount of engagement 
I get on the platform or how many 
people are introducing themselves 
when I’m out and about.’ 

Perks 

Neither Carter or Geist said they 
receive money for their posts pro- 
moting businesses or events on 
their pages. However, they both 
have received material goods in 
the form of food, access to events 
or sometimes free clothing in ex- 
change for promotion. 

Geist says she has been offered 
several free meals by reaching out 
to local restaurants and present- 
ing them her page while offering 
to review their food. 

Both influencers said that a se- 
ries of meaningful, artistic posts 
and a thoughtful theme will re- 
sult in an attractive page, which 
in turn, will appeal to business- 
es who are looking to work with 
promoters. 

Geist encourages people to grab 


a camera, adventure around tak- 
ing pictures and see what you can 
create. Carter does too. 

“Focus on quality of content and 
don't think about likes or engage- 
ment or things of that nature,’ 
said Carter. 


Emily Rabasto, Meg LaKRiviere, 
Jesse Zalasky and Soraya Rigor 
contributed to this report. 

















COPINION “ 
EDITORIAL: Summer's over, fall brings change 


EDITORIAL 


The State Hornet 





No tuition raise, a completed parking garage, and a brand spankin new mural. 


State Hornet 


Editorial Board 
@TheStateHornet 


Ah, another year at Sacra- 


mento State begins. Welcome, 
new Hornets, and welcome 
back, old Hornets. It’s still 
hot, there’s still construction, 
and Herky is still thicc. 

But there are some new, 
exciting things that happened 
over summer break that all 
Sac State students should be 
excited about, and some oth- 
ers that weren’t so exciting. 

First, the biggest and best 
news. In late June, Governor 
Jerry Brown approved more 
funding for the California 
State University system than 
was anticipated, shocking 
many who expected CSU 
tuition to raise for a second 
straight year or for budget cuts 
to the system’s operations. 

Brown’s decision to fund 
the CSU system was a le- 
gitimate surprise, and was 
preceded by CSU Chancel- 
lor Timothy White’s decision 
in April to announce that no 
matter the amount of state 
funding approved by the leg- 
islators and executives in Sac- 
ramento, tuition would not be 
risen, despite an earlier roll- 
out of a plan to do just that. 

It is stil unknown if 
White’s proclamation repre- 
sented the chancellor playing 


hardball against state over- 
seers with plenty of room to 


fulfill the CSU’s requested . 


increase in budget, or White 
knew in advance somehow 


that the CSU’s request would: (ae 


be fulfilled but did not want to 
reveal so just yet. 

‘To students, either answer 
is likely irrelevant; tuition 
didn’t go up and that’s what 
mattered. 

Also in the good column 
of academics is the new CSU 
Fully Online program. Stu- 
dents interested in acceler- 
ating their graduation date 
who may be hampered by 
overcrowded general educa- 
tion and major courses can 
comb through a list of over 
3,000 classes offered through 
the CSU and enroll in one per 
semester. 

Graduation initiatives like 
CSU Fully Online are great 
additions to the multiple ap- 
proaches being taken to speed 
up average graduation time 
for CSU students; Sac State 
in particular has one of the 
worst grades in getting stu- 
dents their degree. The state 
of California choosing to give 
the CSU more funding than 
ever before will hopefully help 
continue these creative strate- 
gies being implemented. 

Before we move away from 
academics, a note on summer 
classes — the next big step to 


take in speeding up gradua- 
tion is for state money to help 
fund the summer semester. 
Entire months are wasted for 
many students because they 
can’t afford to pay for sum- 
mer classes that are way more 
expensive than the fall and 
spring equivalents. 

Moving along, there’s a 
few new physical additions to 
campus that are bound to be 
popular — Parking Structure 
V and the new mural on the 
side of Shasta Hall. 

Parking Structure V’s path 
to completion was delayed, 
over-budget and often ridi- 
culed, mainly because of the 
weird green paint swatch- 


es meant to look like leaves. 
But the end result was exact- 
ly what Sac State students 
crave more than caffeine, easy 
professors and stress carbs — 
parking spots. 

Construction at the Uni- 
versity Union is slated to fin- 
ish in October 2018, but we 
choose to believe it when we 
see it — Parking Structure V 
was supposed to open first in 
January 2018, then in Spring 
2018, before eventually open- 
ing during finals. Though 
late, more spots will never be 
unwelcome. 

And about that mural. It’s 
part of the Wide Open Walls 
Festival, and is kind of a big 





California State University 


The California State University announced it that it does not plan to raise tuition for the 2018-19 academic year. 


get for a campus that is very 
much mixed in terms of aes- 
thetic. The finished product 
is immense and _ beautiful, 
and for once, seems to evoke 
actual pride and culture from 
a city and university always 
seeming to be desperate for 
both. 

Overall, it could be a worse 
time to be a Sac State student, 
new or returning. The entire 
university seems like it is mov- 
ing up, even if at a two-step- 
forward, one-step-backward 
pace. But it’s still going to be 
all the things Sac State always 
is, so buckle in and fingers 
crossed. 
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Editor's pick: Best summer albums 


~ cup of hot tea and enjoy the 


State Hornet 


Editorial Board 
@ TheStateHornet 





Throughout this summer, 
artists 
range of genres released mu- 
sic projects that brought us 
into our feelings. 

Whether you’re into ‘Travis 
Scott or you’re into the “Yo- 
deling Kid,” there was some- 
thing for everyone to enjoy 
this summer. 

The editors at The State 
Hornet put together a list of 
our favorite music projects 
that came out this summer 
that we all got into our feel- 
ings listening to. 

Claire Morgan - 
“Forever & Ever” 
by SALES 

If you’re one of those 
#typical displaced Bay Area 


residents like me, you prob- 


throughout a _ wide 


ably hate Sacramento’s sum- 
mer heat and wish it could be 
cold and foggy again so you 
can cuddle up in your blan- 
kets without sweating out all 
your body’s water supply. 

& Ever” will 


cure the languished urrita- 


“Forever 


tion you're likely feeling this 
summer — this chill, upbeat 
indie-pop album from Flori- 
da-based duo SALES delivers 
songs like “Off and On” and 
“Talk A Lot” that make you 
feel like you’re in San Francis- 


co and can lay in bed with a 


foggy morning. 
Emily Rabasto - 
“Weed Garden” 
by Iron & Wine 

This two-song drop over 
the summer from the in- 
die-folk, American  sing- 
er-songwriter Sam Beam is 
just a taste of a full, stx-song 
album being released on Aug. 
31. 

If you could imagine your 
life as an indie romance movie 
scene set in the fall, with you 
and the person you care about 
as the protagonists, the songs 
“Waves of Galveston”. and 
“What Hurts Worse,” would 
play as you drove together 
with the windows down along 
the mountain roads on your 
way to an adventure. 

It feels like a soft, windy, 
crisp autumn hug. 

Kameron Schmid - 
“Hive Mind” 
by The Internet 

As someone who wasn't 
head-over-heels in love with 
this summer’s new music, 
I’m very happy to report that 
at least one certified bang- 
er came out, July 20’s “Hive 
Mind,” of The 


Internet. 


courtesy 


I’ve always been a fan 
of The Internet’s singles — 
“Come Over” is the newest 
fantastic example 
whole album is peak modern 
R&B pop music, with flavors 
of funk mixed in. It is a huge 
step up for an already popular 


but this ; 


OP-ED 
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Mason Ramsey, known as the “Yodeling Kid,” yodels in his well-known video taken at Walmart. 


band. 

It’s sensual, but it’s not 
classic cheesy sex music; it’s 
listenable all the time and Ste- 
ve Lacy’s guitar continues to 
evolve and stand out. 

Adria Watson - 
“Everything Is Love” 
by The Carters 

15 years ago when Beyon- 
cé and Jay-Z released their 
first collaboration “03 Bonnie 
and Clyde,” nobody could re- 
ally predict how much their 
creative and personal partner- 
ship would evolve throughout 
pop culture years later — 
from “Déja vu” to “Drunk 
in Love,” anything the the 
couple releases together never 
seems to disappoint. So when 


The Carters dropped their 
joint album “Everything Is 
Love” this summer, it came 
to no surprise (other than its 
release) that the album was 
filled with hit after hit. 

If you’re looking for an 
album to play in the back- 
ground that will hype you 
up as youre getting ready 
to go out with friends or 
before heading back to any 
responsibilities September 
has in store for you, turn 
on “Everything Is Love.” 

Thomas Frey - 
‘Famous EP” by 
Mason Ramsey 

Mason Ramsey, famous 
for being known as the “Yo- 
deling Kid,’ _ potentially 


topped this summer with his 
new hit “Famous.” He topped 
that chart-topping song by 
announcing a concert tour 
throughout the nation. On 
Oct. 25, Ramsey will be play- 
ing at the House of Blues in 
Anaheim, and believe me, the 
entire 415 mile car ride will 
fly by as you listen to Ram- 
sey’s irresistible hit on repeat 
the entire drive. Tickets are 
just $25 so they will probably 
sell out the day they go on 
sale, Aug. 23. 











